TSUYU TENJINSHA SHRINE
Popularly Called "Ohatsu Tenjin"

History

Much of what is today metropolitan Osaka was, in ancient times, but a
part of Osaka Bay with scattered islands. On Sone-su - one of the bay's
tiny islands - was enshrined the deity that is today the principal object
of worship at Tsuyu Tenjinsha Shrine.After land reclamation in the
11th century incorporated that island into the mainland, a village
named Sonezaki was established and the shrine became the guardian
of the community.

In late 19th century, a railway station - today's JR Osaka Station - was
built to the north of the shrine with the result that the area around the
shrine became the main gateway to Osaka. Nowadays, Tsuyu
Tenjinsha Shrine - popularly called Ohatsu Tenjin - is venerated as the

guardian shrine of the surrounding area.

Origin of the Official Name Tsuyu Tenjinsha Shrine
Early in the 10th century when Kyoto was the capital of Japan,

Sugawara Michizane, a leading court scholar who at the time was the
Minister of the Right (udaijin), was exiled to northern Kyushu as the
result of being falsely accused. On his way from Kyoto to Kyushu,
Michizane - who is venerated as the patron saint of scholarship -
visited this shrine where he composed the poem "My sleeve is soaked
with dew formed by the tears I shed recalling Kyoto." As the word
"dew" is translated as "tsuyu," this is the origin of the shrine's official

name.

Origin of the Popular Name Ohatsu-Tenjin

The word Tenjin in the name of a shrine indicates it is dedicated to the
deified spirit of Sugawara Michizane as the patron saint of scholarship.
The popularity of Ohatsu results from a sewa-mono (Drama Of
Contemporary Life)entitled Sonezaki Shinju (The Love Suicides at
Sonezaki) written by Chikamatsu Monzaemon for the puppet theater
(bunraku or ningyo joruri). This work relates the tragic late 17th
century love story of Tokubei, a shop clerk, and Ohatsu, a courtesan,
who were driven by a friend's betrayal to commit suicide in the woods
within the shrine's precincts.
The drama created such
strong sympathy in those days
that numerous worshippers
were attracted to the shrine
with the result it gradually
began to be called Ohatsu

Tenjin.
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