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The Outline of the Shitennoji Temple

The Shitennoji Temple was first established about 1400 years ago by Prince
Shotoku’s request not only for the purpose of worship of Buddha images, but
also for the benefit and welfare of mankind as well as for the safety of the
State, and hence organic and systematic equipments for promoting social welfare
have been organized.

The following are the institutions established for this purpose. (1) The Kei-
Den-In  (2) The Se-Yaku-In (3) The Ryo-Byo-In (4) The Hi-Den-In. These
are remarkable feats of epock-making enterprise of the “social settlement” of
today. All of us, disciples of Prince Shotoku are always endevouring to achieve
and fulfil the holy ideas of these various branches of social welfare.

The temple precincts cover some 110,000m? and are designated as rare
historic remains. Each time the monastries were damaged by wars or by natural
calamities, they were reconstructed after the example of the Buddhist style
of original architecture of Asuka period in the decoration and arrangement of
the buildings.
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