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The Oldest Zen Temple in Kyoto

Kennin-ji is a temple of the Zen sect, one of the main branches of Japanese Buddhism. Buddhism, founded approximately
Buddha, te a1t suffering of life can be transcended throug}
lati ixth-century China, seeks the realization of t}
an n. At present, there are three branches of Zen in Japar the
the Rinzai traditic e temple was founded in 1202 by the pr
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Yousai
Yousai, the founder of Kennin-ji, was orc n Mt. Hiei to stud

under the Tendai tradition. H
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Cho-on-tei Garden

The Cho-on-tei, “the garden of the sound of the tide,” is a simple and

refined Zen garden nestled behind the main building of the Kennin-ji
Temple. The garden’s San-zon-seki, a set of 3 stones that represent
Buddha and 2 Zen monks, Zazen-seki, a stone for seated meditation,
and maple trees are all placed to afford the visitor a beautiful view from

each direction.

AR E P X E A (]
B TR T Y 2V R R TR
AR RERCENELHV I AN, REBFZOEMELLT., LrbRFOESHEELINTVET,
“H—NORBEEEICEEEML . ARCEM, AR EMEBCTVET,

The Wind and Thunder Gods Tawaraya Sotatsu (Edo period)
(Refer to the numbers displayed on the explanatory signboards)
This distinctive mark of Kennin-ji — the images of the wind

and thunder gods — is often considered

the quintessence of Sotatsu’s work.
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OADOGarden k..
A square garden fronted by the priests’ living quarters, abl
Sengat Gibon.

Its design is based on the famous OA[] calligraphic wor i wa
abbot of Shofukuji temple, Japan’ s oldest Zen temple founded by Eisai Zenji who also ¢

founded Kenninji. The idea behind the “circle, triangle, square” is that all things in this

universe are represented by these forms.
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Hatto (Dharma Hal

Sullt ir 1e Zen temple. This impressive

Zenshu-style Zen Buddhist temple is comprised of

alls, and with a pent roof. The
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Main gate (Boketsuro

1somon, and musakumon. The name “Boketsurd” mea

y comprised of three gates, ¢

and Ananda are enshri

g the palace” Images at the top of the towe
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Imperial Messenger Gate (Chokushimon) [Designated as an Important Cultur:
=
The structure of this gate, a four-legged building with copper roofing simulating tiles in an outspread configuration, provide

e of the late KamakuraPeriod. The Chokushimon 1s sometimes called “Ya-no-n

iluable evider

ate” or “Ya-date Gate” in reference to the marks left on pillars and doors by arrows during feudal wars
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Ho6jo6 / Daiouen
The garden in front of the hojo, with its placement of large rocks and green moss on white gravel, is a style of garden known as

the "dry landscape garden” (kare sansui), which is often found in Zen temples.

TR [ BBEGIA] esesen

HERAZWSERE. RETLEO587) CBERZHHF LT AREST.
FlROES - BMERGHRESFHY LR LELONTOE T, b
GHRETHRIARMLREL S, XEOHAC R BFO LY B FE ]
BERULATVET,

The Toy6-bo Teahouse

Souan type tea room with two short maru tatami mats. This teahouse is said to have been used
as a secondary tea room for the Kitano Tea Gathering held by Hideyoshi Toyotomi in 1587,
under the direction of Shinnyodo Toyobo Chosei, a leading disciple of Sen no Rikyu. It is
considered the most exemplary of the two mat tea rooms. The Kenninji Bamboo Fence, one of
the most notable features of Kenninji Temple, can be found on the west side of the tea house.

#RE [RELH

= RE X ewmroarem

WAL RARAS Lo TRRILR A i 2o 5 o e TEREX [TEB X TAT AL T2 X
MLARR (F~TERECH) . RE#AS00 FAEFTAFED T LTHEULHS - * v/
HASHOM NIV 250HLER/M 72 cTHREL, BHRTBRARALTVIT,

Cloud Dragon / Flowers and Birds / Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove /

The Four Elegant Pastimes / Landscape

Sliding doorway paintings for the main hall painted by Kaiho Yusho in the Momoyama era (all are important cultural properties)
As part of the Grand 800 Year Semicentennial Memorial Service for Zen Master Eisai, we have reproduced all 50 paintings as high
definition digital images with cooperation from the Kyoto Culture Association and Canon Inc. They are now on permanent

display to the public
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