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fittings, and

There are 3,000 collections of old shrine treasures that
are dedicated by the people. Many of the pieces have

been kept since the Heian period
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musical instruments that are decorated with
lacquered works and mother-of-pearl works, and
armors——nhave been preserved in the treasure hall
of Kasuga Taisha. Among all the treasures, there are
520 registered cultural properties including national
treasures. Because of the excellent quality and rich
quantity of the old treasures from the Heian period,
this treasure hall is sometimes called “Shoso-in of the
Heian period” (Shoso-in is a repository of Todai-ji
temple where a large variety of treasures from the
Nara period) Abott 50 collections are selected and

exhibited four times a year following the suitable
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theme to introduce Kasuga culture.
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April through the beginning of May like

a huge flower wave.
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Ninai tea room is located beside

the gate of the botanical garden.
It was introduced in the middle of
the 18th century. They serve
Manyo porridge (a porridge that is
made of seasonal ingredients
which change in alternate
months), and coffee. They also

Ninai Tea Room
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offer souvenirs.
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Meoto Daikokusha

This is the only shrine that enshrines married
couple deities. From ancient times, this shrine
has been respectfully worshipped for its divine
grace in match-making and happy marriage.
Also, people donate sacred rice paddles because
the female deity of this shrine holds a rice paddle.

The Origin of Kasuga Taisha

Kasuga Taisha was founded in 768 when Nara was
nominated as the ancient capital city of Japan. With
great respect, the deity of Takemikazuchi-no-mikoto
had landed to the top of the sacred Mikasayama Hill
which is called "Ukigumo-no-mine” meaning cloudy
peaks. On the 9th of November, in 768, the magnifi-
cent shrine structures were built on the hillside. At
this time Tempyo Culture flourished. The deity of
Futsunushi-no-mikoto from Katori Jingu Shrine and
the deity of Amenokoyane-no-mikoto and his
consort Himegami from Hiraoka Shrine were also
enshrined together.

Unifying the country in a well-ordered manner,
Takemikazuchi-no-mikoto has greatly contributed
to making peace among all deities. Amenokoyane-
no-mikoto is the deity of ritual ceremony and
politics. His consort Himegami, is the deity of love
and peace. Each deity is enshrined with great
respect in the Kasuga style shrine buildings within
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the main sanctuary. Z
The Shrine, originally constructed in|the primeval D
forest, stands unchanged with vermei pillars, white ;(,
o

walled buildings and cypress-bark roof tops. Struc-
turally stylistic and timeless since its foundation.
Once every 20 years, the Shrine buildings are
restored. Fittings are updated and strict, sacred,
ritual ceremonies are held and passed down to
bless the renovations. The Shrine précmct is filled
with a clear atmosphere and dignity. There are
about 3,000 Kasuga Shrines in Japan. The number of
3,000 lanterns is dedicated in the shrine precinct.
This reinforces the deities of Kasuga and is widely
accepted throughout the nation.

Kasuga Taisha lives on, encompassing values and
traditions, customs and rituals that still play a partin
everyday life in Japan. It stands, simple and timeless
offering a sanctuary for those valuing the richness
of the past connecting us with today.

Wakamiya Jinja

Kasuga Wakamiya On-matsuri Festival
(Important Intangible Cultural Property) is
held on the 15th to the 17th of December. In
1136, when a long rain caused famine and
epidemics throughout the nation, this festival
has started to save people. This festival has
been held every year since Heian period (the
12th century) as ong of the Japanese repre-
sentative ceremony, In this festival, the deity
of Wakamiya is esqorted to the detached
shrine called "otabisho”, and he is escorted
again to his dwelling shrine. (Senko-no-gi,
Kanko-no-gi). The traditional grand procession
and traditional petforming arts that have
been passed down since Heian period are
offered in Otabisho-sai ceremony.
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KasugaJaisha /7~ 7
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Jinja; Jinja is quite unique to Japanese culture. There is no equivalent translation, but it is translated by the English word, "shrine" when necessary.




