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Phoenix Hall, modeled after the palace in the Land of Happiness,
features unique architecture and consists of the Chudo (central hall),
left and right wing corridors, and a tail corridor. Inside, there is a
collection of Pure Land (Jodo) Buddhism sect art from the Heian
Period, including a seated statue of Amitabha Tathagata, the only
existing Buddhist image confirmed to have been made by Jocho, a
sculptor representative of the Heian Period. Phoenix Hall is also home
to 52 statues of Worshiping Bodhisattvas on Clouds and to walt and
door paintings that depict Amida’s nine grades of descent.

(At present, 26 statues of Worshiping Bodhisattvas on Clouds are on
display at the Hoshokan.)
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Seated statue of Amital ithagata and the twofold canopy (both national treasures)
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@ The commercial use of photographs taken on Byodoin premises is prohibited. Taking photographs
inside the Hoshokan is also prohibited.

@ An additional donation will be collected from those wishing to visit Phoenix Hall.

@ Please note that some areas are not accessible by wheelchair.
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Byodoin Temple was established by Kampaku (chief advisor to the Emperor) Fujiwara
Yorimichi in 1052. Phoenix Hall was constructed the following year (1053) as the Amitabha
Hall (national treasure) to enshrine a statue of Amitabha Tathagata (also national treasure).
The garden, a Pure Land (Jodo)-style borrowed landscape garden, has been designated a
historic site and a place of scenic beauty. The Suhama (sandy beach), the Hirabashi (flat
bridge), the Soribashi (arched bridge), and the Kojima (small island) surround Phoenix Hall.
Byodoin houses numerous cultural assets from the Heian Period: Yamato-e style paintings
depicting Amida’ s nine grades of descent, the Buddhist Temple-Bell, and the pair of
Phoenixes—all national treasures. Particularly outstanding are the 52 statues of Worshiping
Bodhisattvas on Clouds. These delicately carved national treasures, the only existing group
of Buddhist statues from the 11th century, ride on clouds while dancing or playing various
musical instruments.
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Museum entrance and Buddhist Temple-Bell (national treasure) behind latticework
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The Hoshokan is a museum that exhibits various treasures from
Byodoin, including a Buddhist Temple-Bell, the pair of Phoenixes,
and the 26 statues of Worshiping Bodhisattvas on Clouds. The
museum also uses computer graphics to provide virtual exhibitions
and is equipped with a reference system that allows convenient
access to ultra-high-resolution images of Phoenix Hall.
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il 26 statues of Worshiping Bodhisattvas on Clouds (national treasure)
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Depiction of Phoenix Hall with its colors restored by computer graphics
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il | Reference
i corner
= DARAR-2

I Rest station :

Ground level

e EERTE Video
displa
the door Exhibition pay

Painting

IR >SRN

Hoshokan Map

Room of
the Worshiping
Bodhisattvas
on Clouds

Entrance
-



